
GRANARD  MUNICIPAL DISTRICT
Minutes of  Meeting of Granard Municipal District held in 
Longford Rugby Club, Demesne, Longford on Tuesday, 24th November 2020 at 
3.30 p.m.

CATHAOIRLEACH:
Councillor Garry Murtagh
MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors – Paraic Brady, Colin Dalton, P.J. Reilly, 
and Turlough McGovern. 
IN ATTENDANCE: 

Ms. Barbara Heslin, Director of Services.




Mr. David Coppinger, Senior Executive Engineer. 





Ms. Linda Higgins, Administrative Officer.





Ms. Mary Reynolds, County Librarian
MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES – circulated.

On the proposal of Councillor C. Dalton seconded by Councillor P. Brady, it was unanimously agreed to adopt Minutes of Granard MD Committee Meeting held on the 

22nd September 2020.
On the proposal of Councillor P.J. Reilly seconded by Councillor P. Brady, it was unanimously agreed to adopt Minutes of September 2020 Granard MD Meeting held on the 

22nd September 2020.
On the proposal of Councillor C. Dalton seconded by Councillor P. Brady, it was unanimously agreed to adopt Minutes of Granard MD Committee Meeting (GMA) held on the 27th October 2020.
On the proposal of Councillor C. Dalton seconded by Councillor P. Brady, it was unanimously agreed to adopt Minutes of Granard MD Meeting (GMA)  held on the 
27th October 2020.

MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES.
None. 
DECLARATION OF INTEREST BY MEMBERS.
Noted. 
MANAGEMENT REPORT INCORPORATING AREA ENGINEER’S PROGRESS 

REPORT – circulated.

The Management Report, as circulated, was noted.
B. Heslin updated the members on the following –
· Housing capital programme.
· Community Enhancement Programme.
· CLAR funding 2020.

· Tourism initiatives.
· Longford Decade of Centenaries programme.

· Heritage programme.

· Regeneration projects.

· Longford Drainage District – Channel maintenance update. 
D. Coppinger detailed the Area Engineer’s Progress Report –
· General Roadworks.

· Ongoing Schemes.

· Department of Transport, Active Travel Measures and Climate Action Allocations.

· Drainage Works.

· Low Cost Safety Schemes. 

· Community Involvement Scheme.

· LIS Projects.

· Miscellaneous works in the Municipal District. 

David replied to queries raised on the following issues –

· Removal of railings in Granard town  -  deferred to New Year. 
· Replacement of footpath at Ballymaurice – will be complete before year end.

The Cathaoirleach acknowledged the great work completed in the Municipal District during 2020 under the various schemes. 

GRANARD PUBLIC ART FEATURES.
Item to remain on the Agenda.
SPECIAL PROJECTS/MEMBERS’DISCRETIONARY FUNDS 2020 – report circulated.

L. Higgins informed the members that there is €10,500 remaining in the Special Projects/Members’ Discretionary Funds.

Councillor C. Dalton proposed and Councillor P. Brady seconded that €500.00 be allocated to Killoe Development Group.

Councillor C. Dalton proposed and Councillor P. Brady seconded that €500.00 be allocated to Mullinalaghta Development Group.
Councillor P.J. Reilly proposed and Councillor T. McGovern seconded that €1,000 be allocated to Moyne Community School as match funding towards their Community Walkway.

Councillor P.J. Reilly proposed and Councillor T. McGovern seconded that €1,000.00 be allocated to Granard Christmas Lights Committee. 

Councillor P.J. Reilly proposed and Councillor T. McGovern seconded that €1,000.00 be allocated to Granard Tidy Towns Committee. 

Councillor P.J. Reilly proposed and Councillor T. McGovern seconded that €500.00 be allocated to Abbeylara Tidy Towns Committee. 
Councillor P.J. Reilly proposed and Councillor T. McGovern seconded that €500.00 be allocated to Lisryan Tidy Towns Committee. 

Councillor T. McGovern proposed and Councillor P.J. Reilly seconded that €2,000.00 be allocated to Granard Christmas Lights Committee. 

Councillor T. McGovern proposed and Councillor P.J. Reilly seconded that €1,000.00 be allocated to Granard Tidy Towns Committee. 

Councillor T. McGovern proposed and Councillor P.J. Reilly seconded that €400.00 be allocated to Abbeylara Tidy Towns Committee. 

Councillor T. McGovern proposed and Councillor P.J. Reilly seconded that €500.00 be allocated to St. Mary’s GFC, Granard.

Councillor T. McGovern proposed and Councillor P.J. Reilly seconded that €400.00 be allocated to Mullinalaghta Community Development Group.

Councillor T. McGovern proposed and Councillor P.J. Reilly seconded that €200.00 be allocated to Granard Community Alert Fund. 

Councillor P. Brady proposed and Councillor G. Murtagh seconded that €500.00 be allocated to Ballinamuck First Responders.

Councillor P. Brady proposed and Councillor G. Murtagh seconded that €500.00 be allocated to the Santa Grotto Committee in Ballinamuck.

Linda confirmed that the balance of €10,500 has now been allocated.  The members to provide Linda with the contact details of the various groups so that payments can be made.  
COMMUNITY GRANT SUPPORT SCHEME 2020 – report circulated.

L. Higgins informed the members that there is €16,020 remaining in the 2020 Community Grants Support Scheme. 

Councillor P.J. Reilly proposed and Councillor T. McGovern seconded that €2,500.00 be allocated to Granard Christmas Lights Committee.

Councillor P. Brady proposed and Councillor C. Dalton seconded that €2,000.00 be allocated to Drumlish Christmas Lights Committee. 

Councillor C. Dalton proposed and Councillor P. Brady seconded that €1,500.00 be allocated to Ballinalee Christmas Lights Committee. 

Councillor P. Brady proposed and Councillor C. Dalton seconded that €1,520.00 be allocated to Leebeen Park Committee.

Councillor P. Brady proposed and Councillor T. McGovern seconded that €1,000.00 be allocated to Dromard Rural Development Committee.

Councillor P.J. Reilly proposed and Councillor T. McGovern seconded that €1,000.00 be allocated to Granard Community Alert Fund.

Councillor P. Brady proposed and Councillor C. Dalton seconded that €1,000.00 be allocated to Ballinamuck First Responders. 

Councillor C. Dalton proposed and Councillor P. Brady seconded that €1,000.00 be allocated to Killoe Development Group. 

Councillor T. McGovern proposed and Councillor P.J. Reilly seconded that €450.00 be allocated to Abbeylara Tidy Towns.

Councillor P. Brady proposed and Councillor T. McGovern seconded that €450.00 be allocated to Bunlahy Area Action Committee.

Councillor P. Brady proposed and Councillor T. McGovern seconded that €450.00 be allocated to Ballinamuck Santa Grotto Committee.

Councillor C. Dalton proposed and Councillor P.J. Reilly seconded that €450.00 be allocated to Ballinalee Tidy Towns Committee. 

Councillor G. Murtagh proposed and Councillor C. Dalton seconded that €450.00 be allocated to Colmcille Area Development Group.

Councillor P. Brady proposed and Councillor T. McGovern seconded that €450.00 be allocated to Dromard Tidy Towns Committee.

Councillor T. McGovern proposed and Councillor P. J. Reilly seconded that €450.00 be allocated to Granard Tidy Towns Committee.

Councillor T. McGovern proposed and Councillor P.J. Reilly seconded that €450.00 be allocated to Lisryan & District Development Committee.

Councillor C. Dalton proposed and Councillor T. McGovern seconded that €450.00 be allocated to Mullinalaghta Community Development Group.

Councillor P. Brady proposed and Councillor G. Murtagh seconded that €225.00 be allocated to Drumlish Tidy Towns Committee.

Councillor P. Brady proposed and Councillor P.J. Reilly seconded that €225 be allocated to Ballinamuck Tidy Towns Committee.

Linda confirmed that the balance of €16,020 has now been allocated.  The members to request the Groups who have not completed application forms to do so immediately in order for the funding to be allocated. 

For any group who has already received funding under the 2020 CGSS and has been allocated additional funding under this tranche of funding, the group organisers will be notified accordingly. 

KEEP WELL CAMPAIGN.

Mary Reynolds explained that the Government Plan for Living with COVID-19: Resilience and Recovery 2020-2021 highlights the important role that individual and community resilience will play in contributing to our ongoing response to COVID-19.

The “Keep Well” campaign which is managed by the Local Authority in Longford is aimed supporting people of all ages to mind their own physical and mental health and wellbeing by adding healthy and helpful habits to their daily and weekly routines. It provides guidelines, information, and tips on things that will help individuals keep well through the pandemic. 

The Keep Well Campaign builds on the “In This Together” campaign which happened earlier in the year. The “Keep Well” campaign is focussed on five main themes:

· Keeping active.

· Staying connected 

· Switching off and being creative 

· Eating Well 

· Minding your mood.
Mary complimented Rath Mhuire and Lus na Greine in Granard for their excellent work during the past number of months. 

As isolation is a major concern, Barbara asked the members for their support in keeping in touch with people who live alone and encourage them to continue to make contact through the “Community Call” initiative should they need medicines/groceries etc.  She also emphasised the need to support young people as they limit their interaction with friends during these challenging times. 

The Cathaoirleach and members thanked Mary for her informative presentation and acknowledged the excellent services being provided by the Local Authority during the pandemic.  The Cathaoirleach also complimented the Library and Heritage services on the recent Longford Decade of Centenaries Programme.

NOTICES OF MOTIONS.

Drainage Programme/ Lough Oughter/Lough Erne Drainage Scheme. 
The following Notices of Motions were taken together -
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. Brady and seconded by Councillor T. McGovern-

“I seek clarification on the Drainage Programme as there are two rivers - one in Drumlish and one in Ballinamuck that are causing flooding and need to be cleaned and also, that Longford County Council along with Leitrim County Council engage in drainage of the Black River as it is narrow in spots and some trees have fallen into parts of the river and are causing a dam and holding back water .There needs to be work carried out every year on this river and it should be a joint effort as land in Longford and Leitrim is getting flooded.”
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor G. Murtagh and seconded by Councillor C. Dalton  -

“I wish to add the Lough Oughter/Lough Erne water system to the Drainage Scheme and log it with the Environmental Section. It was a combined effort between Longford, Leitrim & Cavan.    Rivers were cleaned every three years with Cavan taking the lead.  However, it hasn't been done since 2008 and the problems of flooding are becoming dangerously evident and also compounding the problems at Drumury Bridge. I am hopeful through the support of Longford County Council and my colleagues,  that former partnerships can be initiated for the betterment of the citizens living in the surrounding boundaries of the three Counties.” 
D. Coppinger gave the following reply received from the Environment Section – 
It is proposed that Longford County Council will write formally to Leitrim and Cavan County Councils with regard to the maintenance of the main drainage channels in or adjacent to the county boundary.  The Council will request them to nominate a point of contact to assist in the development of joint proposals for channel maintenance works to include estimated annual funding requirements.  Once these proposals are prepared, consideration will be given to the funding requirement in the preparation of the next Longford County Council budget.  

It is important to note that there is over 100kms of Drainage District river channel in the County for which the average cleaning cycle is of the order of 30 years plus, in this context it may be appropriate in certain circumstances for the Municipal District to consider funding a particular local need from the General Municipal Allocation.
Telecom Poles.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. Brady and seconded by Councillor G. Murtagh -

“That all telecom poles and E.S.B. Poles that are replaced or put up new are set back off the edge of the road as some poles that were put up on the Cloone Road out of Drumlish are causing a serious hazard and are a danger to road users.  I am looking for Telecom to come back and set these poles at least .5 of a meter off the road.”


David stated that there is great merit in this proposal as a lot of utility poles are currently being replaced along various Public Roads. The new poles are generally to a higher specification and present a greater hazard to road users. Despite this they are often put back in the same location as the older lighter poles and there is apparently no Risk Assessment done to determine if this is appropriate. 
David stated that this is a National issue as well as a local one as the same is going on all over the country due to Broadband and ESB upgrades. David suggested that, as a starting point, Longford County Council will need to write to both utilities outlining the concerns and seeking proposals from them as to how they intend to deal with these issues. As regards the specific pole on the Cloone Road, David will take this matter up with the local Eircom Representative.
It was agreed that Councillor Brady’s Motion be referred to Longford County Council. 
Bottle Banks in Granard.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor T. McGovern and seconded by Councillor P. Brady  -

“I propose that Longford County Council move the Bottle Banks in Granard town to a more suitable place as they are causing illegal dumping and littering where they are located at present.”

D. Coppinger gave the following reply received from the Environment Section – 

Currently there are two bring banks in Granard – one at the Service Station, Edgeworthstown Road and the other adjacent to the Garda Barracks. The Council has not been made aware previously of significant issues with the Edgeworthstown Road site since it was refurbished some years ago, it’s not clear whether the motion refers to a particular site or both sites. The Barrack Street location was set up following lengthy negotiations with the Gardai and others by the Litter Warden.  Both current sites are convenient for the townspeople and are regularly monitored by Litter Warden and are maintained, in so far as is reasonably practicable, by the local Area Staff. Bring bank sites often attract litter from time to time. However, they provide an important service and moving them can create worse issues somewhere else. It is not clear that there is a better central location options other than the two referred to above.
D. Coppinger and Councillor McGovern will consider this issue further. 

Bridge at Ballywillan.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor T. McGovern and seconded by Councillor P.J. Reilly -

“I call on Longford County Council to repair the county bridge at Ballywillan, which is in disrepair on both sides i.e .Longford and Cavan.”
D. Coppinger stated that it should be noted that the bridge itself, which is a combination of a concrete box culvert and older stone culvert, is in good condition. The issue is to do with the wing wall parallel to the R194 which has some damage and a small section has collapsed. This has been referred to the Road Design Section who manage the bridge repair programme. Hopefully, they may be able to include this in the 2021 programme of bridge repairs.

4 Walls.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor G. Murtagh and seconded by Councillor P. Brady -

“I call on Longford County Council to carry out restoration works at the  junction historical known as the 4 white walls.  This Junction is recorded on maps as the 4 white walls  and has long been noted locally, nationally and internationally as a meeting place and focal point which is situated between two provinces Ulster Co. Cavan & Leinster Co. Longford.”
David stated that Granard Municipal District staff will look at this junction to determine what works might be needed and where funding for these works might be secured.
Low Cost Safety Scheme - Smear/Crott Road.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor G. Murtagh and seconded by Councillor P. Brady -
“Low Cost Safety Scheme - Smear/Crott road extremely dangerous bend on the road where there has been a number of serious accidents and one fatality. There are serious concerns for safety at this point of the road. Your support and that of my colleagues on this issue is in need of serious consideration.”

David stated that Granard Municipal District staff will assess the suitability of this location for a Low Cost Safety Scheme and, if appropriate, it will be included in the LCSS’s list. The applications for LCSS for 2021 have already been submitted to the Department of Transport.

VOTE OF SYMPATHY.

It was unanimously agreed that a vote of sympathy be extended to Senator Michael Carrigy on the death of his mother, Eilish. 

This concluded the business of the meeting.
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Signed: ____________________
             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Granard Municipal District Meeting held on the 
26th January 2021.
Signed: _______________

             Cathaoirleach.
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